Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. The expeditionary character and versatility of maritime forces provide the U.S. the asymmetric advantage of enlarging or contracting its military footprint in areas where access is denied or limited. Permanent or prolonged basing of our military forces overseas often has unintended economic, social or political repercussions. The sea is a vast maneuver space, where the presence of maritime forces can be adjusted as conditions dictate to enable flexible approaches to escalation, deescalation and deterrence of conflicts.
A Historical Context of Contractors on the Battlefield
From the first salvos of the Revolutionary War to the Hope would prove to be a harbinger of the future as civilian contractors and the military worked together to address threats and emergencies throughout the globe.
Associated Cost to Employ Contractors
To effectively 
Contracting as a Shaping Entity
The "Contracting directly with the local national population would have several substantial positive effects for both Iraqi and U.S. forces. The first such benefit would be the development of a logistical network for the Iraqi population and military. As networks of logistics were developed for supporting the U.S. military, local logistical support could use the same routes, vehicles and systems. It is no secret that one of the most limiting factors on the Iraqi military is that it requires logistical support from the U.S. military; by building indigenous logistical networks, this problem would be solved." 
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In order to halt this loss of life either more private security firms will have to be resourced or the military will have to allocate more assets for the security of vendors as they perform their services. In both courses of action, there will be a strain on friendly forces both in operations and planning creating unnecessary friction.
Although providing security for contractors on the battlefield can be a burden on commanders, the dividends these 
Conclusion
Despite the negative stigma that has come to shroud contracting, it has become a permanent fixture in military planning and operations. As a result, now is the time to begin embracing this force multiplier so its effects can be maximized on the counterinsurgent battlefield. From the beginning of their careers, logisticians are taught that there are six functional areas of logistics: supply, services, general engineering, maintenance, transportation and health services.
In light of current operations a seventh functional area, service contracting, must be established. Although the argument can be made that contracting can fall under the broad category of services doing so will only diminish the importance of such a critical aspect of logistics. By creating a seventh functional area of logistics, the framework is set for logisticians to plan and continually improve upon a force multiplier that will to benefit warfighters and the environment in which they operate.
In the final analysis, contracted support to the United States Military has proven to be an indispensible asset that will only continue to mature as our missions abroad become more frequent and complex. In environments where a delicate balance between the military and indigenous populations exists, contracted support can empower and act as a shaping entity to bring about favorable conditions for friendly forces. As irregular warfare continues to dominate the strategic focus of United States, contractual support will provide both the military and developing nations with the tools necessary to successfully address the counterinsurgent dilemma.
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